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Vazeni pratelé,

pfi ohlédnuti za rokem 2003 si uvédomuiji, jak je dobré
pfipominat si i mala vyroci. To proto, abychom dovedli
ocenit vyznam nékterych ve své dobé mozna nenapadnych,
ale v dusledku kli¢ovych rozhodnuti a krokud. Dnes,
kdy Néarodni knihovna jaksi samoziejmé pracuje v piné
automatizovaném vnitfnim i vnéjSim prostfedi, spravuje ve
svych i v soubornych databazich miliony dat a otevfela
elektronickou Jednotnou informacni branu do svéta knihoven,
je dobfe si uvédomit, Ze je tomu prave deset let, co jsem
spolu s dal8imi Fediteli podepsal smlouvu o zavedeni prvniho
komplexniho a integrovaného automatizovaného systému do
¢tyf nejvyznamnéjSich ¢eskych a slovenskych knihoven. Stejné
tak uplynulo jiz deset let od tehdy odvazného zahgjeni programu
digitalizace v Narodni knihovné a vydani prvniho CD-ROM,
jimz jsme se pfihlasili, viastné realné zahajili program UNESCO Pamét svéta. A dnes? Mame
digitalizovano mnoho set tisic stranek starych i novéjSich vzacnych dokument a mimo jiné jsme
prave v uplynulém roce zpfistupnili na siti na tisic Uplnych dokumentt v ramci projektu Memoria
prostfednictvim databaze Manuscriptorium jako zéklad virtualniho badatelského prostredi.

A také bychom neméli bez povSimnuti mijet fakta majici hodnotu mezniku. Tak pravé
v uplynulém roce pfekro€ila Narodni knihovna hranici 6 milion0 jednotek ve svém fondu. Ten
meznik je totiz i mementem: Pfi sou¢asném pfilivu dokumentd do knihovny — a my tvrdime, ze
by mél byt jesté mnohem intenzivnéjsi — se budeme ,t€Sit“ na dalsi milion uz za deset let. Zbyva
nam tedy témér jen okamzik na to, abychom vé€as opatfili nové skladovaci prostory, nebot ty
soucasné se beznadéjné zaplniuji. Pfitom problém skladovani je jen ¢asti mnohem obecnéjsiho
a velmi vazného problému, jimz je rozsah i uspofadani sidla Narodni knihovny jako takové.
Bohuzel, pfesto, ze Narodni knihovna zpracovala a pfedlozila v uplynulych letech, naposledy
prave v roce 2003, fadu detailnich a pfesveédcivych pland a podkladd, politické rozhodnuti o akci
a jejim financovani se neustale odsouva, a tak knihovna nezadrzitelné sméfuje zpét ke krizi,
kterou jesté pamatuje z poc¢atku 90. let.

S timto neblahym vyhledem a navzdory rliznym nepfiznivym okolnostem, z nichZ nejvazné;jsi
je finan¢ni omezeni, jsme presto dokazali nejen plnit své denni povinnosti, ale
i pokrocit v mnoha rozvojovych ukolech a vyjit vstfic nasim uzivatelim, jejichz zajem neustale
roste, zlepSenim sluzeb i novou nabidkou. A pfitom jsme se, troufam si tvrdit, nad ocekavani
dobre, s finan¢ni dotaci plynouci z mimoradného viadniho programu, zhostili podstatné ¢asti
mimoradného a slozitého ukolu napravy skod, které zplsobily povodné na knihovnich fondech
fady Ceskych instituci.

Rikam-li ,my*“ &i ,Narodni knihovna“, mam ov&em na mysli konkrétni lidi, nade kolegyné a
kolegy, jejich obétavost a odbornou kompetenci. Tém je tfeba podékovat, a ja to timto rad &inim.

Pfi dékovani nechci také opomenout vSechny nase mnohé pfiznivce a darce, jejichz podpora
at uz v jakémkoli rozsahu a podobé je vzdy vitana a vyznamna.

Jedno podékovani v§ak vyslovuji se smutkem, a to pani doktorce Zdefice Rachlinkové, jejiz
zasluzné dilo pro Slovanskou knihovnu se k zarmutku nas v8ech pred¢asné uzavfelo.

Vojtéch Balik

Feditel Narodni knihovny CR
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Foreword NK

Dear friends,

When looking back to the year 2003, | realized how good it is to commemorate even the smallest
anniversary. If doing so we may will be able in the future to appreciate the real value of some steps
and decisions, which seemed to have been ordinary at the time, but in their consequences are of
key importance. Nowadays, when the National Library works, somehow as a matter of course, in a
fully automated internal as well as external environment, administers millions of data in both its own
and the union databases, and has opened electronic Uniform Information Gateway to the world of
libraries, it is good to become aware that it has been ten years already, when | together with other
library directors signed the agreement on introducing the first complex and integrated automated
system into four largest Czech and Slovak libraries. And it was also ten years ago, when we launched
the programme of digitization in the National Library — a really daring act at that time — and when the
first CD ROM was published, by which we joined — and actually started — the UNESCO Memory of the
World Programme. And today? We have digitized hundreds of thousands of pages of early as well as
modern rare documents. Besides that, just in the last year, nearly a thousand of complete documents
have been made accessible to the public within the framework of the Memoria project through the
Manuscriptorium database, built as a basis of virtual environment for the research.

And we also should not omit facts that can be regarded as milestones. So it was exactly in
the last year when the National Library exceeded the limit of six million units kept in its holdings.
However, this milestone is also a memento: At the current volume of the accessions — and we
state that it should be even much higher — we will look forward to reaching up to another million
as soon as in the next ten years. Thus, almost only a moment has been left for us to arrange
in time for new storage premises, because the existing ones have been inexorably filling. But
the problem of storage is only a part of a more general and very serious problem of the extent
and necessary global rearrangement of the National Library itself. Unfortunately, despite of
the fact that the National Library had prepared and submitted, over the previous years, several
versions of detailed and precisely framed proposals — the last one just in the year 2003, the
political decision concerning the project and its funding has been postponed constantly. And
so the library is inexorably heading towards crisis similar to that many of us remember from the
beginning of 1990’ s.

With such unfortunate prospects for the future and in spite of various adverse conditions —
the most serious of which is inadequate funding — we have managed not only to fulfil our daily
routine duties, but also to go ahead in many tasks in developing and meeting wishes of our
users, whose interest has still been growing, by both improving the existing library services and
infroducing the new ones. | make so bold as to suggest that we have done very well the job of
recovery of damages caused to library collections of many Czech institutions by floods of 2002.
The main part of that extremely difficult task has been fulfilled with the aid of an extra grant
allocated within the framework of the special government funding scheme.

If | say we or the National Library, | mean of course individual members of staff, our
colleagues, their devotedness and professional competence. They deserve the thanks and | am
happy to do so in this way.

In extending my thanks, | cannot omit our numerous patrons and donors, whose support— whatever
is its form and value — is always important for us and highly appreciated.

And it is with the greatest regret for all of us that | extend my thanks to untimely deceased
Mrs. Zderika Rachtinkova, Ph.D., for her highly meritorious and unforgettable work for the

Slavonic Library. z )
g S Vojtéch Balik

Director of the National Library of the Czech Republic
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